Table 1: Outline of Zoe’s Lesson. Greenview National School, Ireland
	Context
	The lesson took place with a fourth class as part of the school’s preparation for the third (water) flag of the Green Schools Scheme. All teachers in the school were asked to do some related lessons as part of the Scheme. Zoe was not the classroom teacher but, as a learning support teacher, she taught them on a daily basis.

	Aims of lesson
	Children learn how they can make changes in their lives to reduce the amount of water they use

	Activities/ Outputs
	Children discuss: why water is important; where you could find water on Earth;                               how much of the water on Earth is useful for humans; where water is more and where it is less available and if access to water is a human right. 

Children (in pairs) brainstorm how they use water in everyday life. Zoe writes up their suggestions. 

Children are shown a two litre bottle of water and asked to imagine that the bottle represents all the water the class had for a day. Children divided into groups and the bottle of water is divided between the groups using glasses.

In groups, children estimate how much water a person in Ireland uses in a day.

The groups decide on ways they could use less water. For each litre they feel they could save they take a spoon full of water from their group’s glass and add it to a bowl representing a common glass. 

Whole class discussion, relating to the activity, on suitable ways to save water.



	Identified outcomes
	Children enjoyed the lesson

Children talked about themselves and related the topic to their own lives

Children worked in groups

Children were shocked to learn how much water they use

Children played with water

Children estimated water quantities in relation to water use.

Children came up with a list of suggestions on saving water

Children asked parents to save water at home


Table 2 Outline of Bróna’s Programme, Redtown Educate Together National School, Ireland
	Context
	The senior classes in this school were participating in a Development Awareness award scheme, focusing on the Millenium Development Goal (MDG) of universal education, run by the Government Agency for Overseas Aid (Irish Aid Our World Awards).  Their Resource teacher identified a target group of highly motivated independent learners to design and lead the programme and worked with the class teachers to deliver a number of lessons to each class in the senior band. The children had previously explored the right to education during Human Rights month in school and so were aware of some of the issues involved in making sure MDG 2 is reached. 



	Aims of programme
	To engage the 6th class children in a citizenship project that would increase their awareness and understanding of global development issues, help them to identify with the lives of children in countries of the south and empower them to make a difference as global citizens. 

To enable the children to utilise and develop their strengths and talents by engaging in a fun, educational, self-driven project.

To educate the children about citizenship, for citizenship, through citizenship

To engage in a project that would enable a target group of six highly-motivated independent learners to practice and develop their activism, research and leadership skills.

To meet curriculum objectives outlined in the Irish Primary Curriculum (1999), specifically in SPHE and Geography.
To facilitate the project management team (Resource teacher and target children) in meeting the criteria outlined in the Our World Awards.

	Activities/ Outputs
	Work with and by Leader Group (6 children)

Research about education around the world on the Internet using the “Our World Irish Aid Awards” website and the links we found there.  

Organised planning sessions with children to decide on collective aims and assign activities.

A blog was regularly updated by children. The purpose of blog was to give a positive message of the developing world and get a balanced message across to more people.

Two of the children used a new software programme to develop a multiple choice quiz for use by all children in the school.

The children identified children and adults throughout the school who had been to school in other countries. They created an interview template, filmed and edited their interviews with these children and adults.  The people interviewed went to school in: Bosnia, China, Hungary, Nigeria, Pakistan, Poland, Turkey and Zimbabwe.

Work with and by all children

Class teachers taught lessons suggested in the Irish Aid pack on the Right to Education and the work of Irish Aid.

It was decided to create an “Educate Us All” song/rap.  A vote was taken among all the children on what song to model their song on.  “We are the World” was chosen and I worked with each of the classes to create new lyrics for the tune. The children wanted the song to show solidarity with children in the world who don’t get an education. After many lessons, the song was rehearsed and a video made of all children singing the song.



	Identified outcomes
	The blogs, videos and quizzes were all uploaded to the school website and many comments were received from the school and the wider community.

Target group of children developed skills in relation to media production, ICT, group work, oral language and leadership.

Children began to develop dispositions of solidarity towards the Global South rather than those related to charity.


