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1 Introduction

Social studies is a field, consisting of wide variety
subjects, and the content of this field differ from one
country to another. Also, how social studies are taught
may differ a lot depending on each country’s culture and
educational settings. Thus, it would be very interesting to
see examples of social studies lessons from various
countries to understand differences and similarities
regarding how social studies are taught in different parts
of the world.

Therefore, an example of a social studies lesson from
Turkish educational context is provided for the special
issue of Journal of Social Science Education. This may be
the first recorded and transcribed social studies lesson
from Turkey. To my knowledge there is no other
example to date of a completely recorded and
transcribed social studies lesson from Turkey. Thus, this
study provides an example of a social studies lesson from
Turkey in order to facilitate comparison with examples of
social studies lessons from other parts of the world.

This lesson was recorded in a 7" grade class at a middle
school in one of the metropolitan neighborhoods in
Istanbul. According to the current curriculum in Turkey,
social studies education is an interdisciplinary field
(TTKB, 2009b; 2009c). The subjects of social studies
include history, geography, economics, sociology,
anthropology, psychology, philosophy, political science,
law, and civics (TTKB, 2009b; 2009c). Social studies
courses are taught under two different titles in
elementary and middle schools from the first through
seventh grades in Turkey. In early grades (grades 1-3),
the course is called Life Studies (see TTKB, 2009a) and,
from grades four through seven, it is called Social Studies
(TTKB, 2009b; 2009c). Both courses are interdisciplinary,
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focusing on skills and values that promote effective
citizenship for the Turkish nation. At the high school level
focusing on skills and values that promote effective
citizenship for the Turkish nation. At the high school level
(Grades 9-12), social studies subjects are taught as
discipline based courses such as history, geography,
sociology, psychology, and philosophy.

2.1 Finding a school site

Finding a school site and teacher participants was one
of the major methodological issues for this study. This
study is not typical educational research and it is not well
known by the school administrators and teachers in
Turkey. Educational research studies in Turkey are
dominated by surveys and questionnaires. Thus,
generally school administrators and teachers limit
educational research only to these kinds of surveys
which they call “anket”. Anket is originally a French
word “enquéte” and has been integrated into Turkish to
mean “public poll” or “questionnaire”. Therefore, this
type of educational research which required a video
recording of a class session was unconventional for the
school administrators and teachers and they were not
eager to participate in this research. Initially, | was
turned down by a couple of schools. Eventually, | was
able to convince a social studies teacher and his principal
to participate in the study. Of course, it was not enough
to get permission from the school. | also applied to the
school district for their permission. | was also worried
that the school district would not allow the recording as
it was a different research method to those generally
approved. Like school principals and teachers,
administrators in the school districts were also used to
approving research studies that required applications of
“ankets”. Nevertheless, | managed to obtain permission
for the study from the school district within a four week
period.
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The School

2.2 The School

This public middle school is located in one of the
central regions of Istanbul. It is a two storey historical
building which was built in the 18" century. The building
was used by the navy during the Ottoman period. It is
very common to see such historical school buildings in
Istanbul especially around the old city. Such
constructions, including this one, usually were not
designed as school buildings originally which results in
limited spaces within the classrooms, offices,
playgrounds, and other facilities in the school. Another
problem with the school concerns its location. Since the
school is located within metropolitan area, a lot of noise
that can be heard during the class sessions. The school
had 450 students at the onset of the study. The observed
class population was 27 (16 male and 11 female)
students. According to the school principal and the social
studies teacher, students’ families’ socio-economic
status while heterogonous can be considered middle and
upper middle class.

2.3 The teacher

The teacher is a 34 year old male. He graduated from a
history teacher education program in one of the large
universities in a metropolitan city. Although he
graduated from a history teacher education program, he
was appointed as a social studies teacher. Since there
was a shortage of social studies teachers at that time, he
was appointed to social studies by the Ministry of
National Education in one of the public schools. He has
12 years teaching experience. He taught for one year in
Bingdl, a city located at the Eastern region of Turkey and
had worked in the school where this study took place for
10 years. He has just transferred to another middle
school in Istanbul at the beginning of this academic year.

2.4 The lesson: Methodological process

The lesson topic was human rights which is a core topic
in social studies education. This topic was selected
because it is a common topic often associated with social
studies and civic education curricula worldwide.
Therefore, presenting a social studies lesson with a topic
of “human rights” might be easier for teachers and
scholars worldwide to follow and understand. Also this
lesson might be more valuable for teachers and scholars
worldwide as it provides an opportunity to show how

this universal topic is taught in a Turkish educational
context and allows them to compare this lesson bearing
in mind their countries’ educational context.

The lesson was video recorded and transcribed
verbatim. Then, the transcripts in Turkish were
translated into English. Explanations were given in
brackets when necessary. Transcription and translation
process were not easy. Some issues came up especially
with the translation as some words lose their meaning
when translated to English. But before that | would like
to give some information about key features of the
lesson. When you read the whole text, you will see that
the teacher always repeated what the students had said.
Repeating students’ responses might make the lesson
boring for the readers. But this is typical in a social
studies lesson in a Turkish educational context. Social
studies teachers generally repeat or rephrase what the
students say to make it clear for the rest of the class.

Another thing concerns how students address their
teachers. Students do not call teachers by their first or
last names. Instead, they use a single word, “Hocam” [my
teacher]. As you can see from the Turkish version of the
transcripts, students used the word “Hocam” many times
(31 times) during the lesson. But, | did not translate it
every time, because most of the time it did not make
much sense when this word was translated to English.
There were also other words used frequently in the
transcripts. One of them was “baska?” [What else?]. The
teacher used this word 42 times in the lesson in order to
elicit various answers from his students. As can be seen
from the text, the teacher used a question & answer
method extensively. Thus, he asked students “baska?”
too many times. Another extensively used word was
“sey” [something /thing]. It was used 39 times in this
lesson. It is both difficult and easy to translate this word
in a sentence. “Sey” can be used as a substitute word for
almost any word in Turkish. 1, in most cases, translated
“sey” as “something” or “thing”. But in some cases | had
to omit the word from the English translation. More
information about translation or context is given within
brackets.

Two sessions covering the same topic were recorded.
Nevertheless, for reasons of space, only the first session
was prepared for this issue with a summary of the
second lesson provided.

3.1 Outline of the first lesson and seating plan
The teacher started the lesson by asking what human
rights meant to the students. For most of the lesson, the
teachers asked the students questions and got answers
from them. The key points discussed in the lesson were:
= various human rights such as the “right to settle
/shelter”, “right to vote and get elected”.
= human rights violations and racial discrimination.
= violence towards women (March 8 - International
Women's day)
= modern colonization (Some students believe that the
U.S.A. exploits other countries such as Afghanistan and

Iraq).
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= the right to life and how this right can be violated

(Wars, blood revenge, assassination, and murder, ext.)
= the right to receive healthcare, property rights, and the
right to travel.
the right to communicate (Tapping phones illegally:
Teacher gave life of Howard Zinn as an example for
that. When Howard Zinn wrote his autobiography, he
asked the FBI for his personal file which included all of
his telephone conversations and other forms of
communication, everything related to his life)
discrimination between rich and poor (Teacher gave
example of police searching random teenagers on the
street and he suspected that the police particularly
choose these boys mostly because of their poor
clothing and appearance. The teacher discussed that
with the students)
= violation of private life (paparazzi shows)

The seating plan for the lesson was as follows:

BLACKBOARD / CURTAIN DOOR

TEACHER’S DESK

Only selected students names (pseudonym) were given in the chart.
M: Male

F: Female
GAMZE
(F)
FERIT
(M)
TUBA
(F)
YAVUZ MAHIR
M) M)
BORA CAN SENEM
(M) (M) (F)

3.2 Summary of the second lesson

The second session of the lesson basically followed a
similar structure to the first session. Most of the lesson
was also allocated to questions & answers. The teacher
showed students several pictures associated with human
rights violation in this session and had the students
analyze the pictures. Below are examples of these
pictures.

|Il

Picture 1: Kids who sell “simit” [Turkish bagel]. (Showing
this image, the teacher guided a classroom discussion
about underage children working).

Picture 2: 10" December Human Rights Day (Showing
this image, the teacher guided a classroom discussion
about various human rights violations such as violence,
torture, and limiting of freedom of speech).

Picture 3: A beggar woman with a child (Showing this
image, the teacher guided a classroom discussion
regarding how this child’s human rights were being
violated)
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) Picture 6: Underage girl’s marriage (Showing this image,
Picture 4 the teacher guided a classroom discussion regarding

underage girl’s marriage as a violation of human rights).

5 gom et s Ny o
Pictures 4 & 5: Human hunger in Africa. (Using these
images, the teacher guided a classroom discussion
regarding hunger as violation of human rights and our
responsibility as a whole world for this hunger)

Picture 7: Woman’s body in a sushi bar (Showing this
image, teacher guided a classroom discussion regarding
using woman’s body for commercial purposes which is
another violation of human rights).

3.2 Transcription of the first human rights lesson

Abbreviations / Explanations:

T: Teacher, S: Students

SF: Female student, SM: Male students

In order to indicate the students who contributed most to the classroom discussion, pseudonyms are used (Female
names: Gamze, Tuba, Senem; Male Names: Bora, Can, Ferit, Mahir, Yavuz)

T: Alright... children today’s class topic is “Human rights and its origins”. | guess we have been hearing the
expression “human rights” frequently these days. What do you think about human rights? What are human rights?

S: ... [3 sec]
T: Human, what is a human?

Mabhir: | will talk about human rights. Human rights are essential needs. For example there is something essential.
For instance, one of the rights is the right to shelter.

T: Yes.

Mahir: For example, the right to education.
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T: Actually, let’s have a look at the root of the issue. What is a human?... Human? What are you? [Asks a student.]
SM: A human.

T: You are a human. What am I?

SM: A human.

T: Your friends and I... everybody in this classroom is a human. So what is a human?

S:..

T: Have you ever asked yourself this question? Yes. [Picks a student.]

Bora: A living being.

T: A living being... If you look at it this way, the cat at home is also a living being.

Yavuz: The smartest living being.

T: The smartest living being! So, it must be “a living being” and “smart” at the same time. Is it like that?... Ok. The
smartest living being. So is the human being different from other species and living beings?

Yavuz: Yes.

T: Ok. They are different. What do we call this? It is also in the Koran. What does it say? Or it is also in other
religions’ holy books. What does it say in the Koran? It says the human being is the most honorable creature in the
world [esrefi mahlukat]. Where does this honor come from?... From their [humans’] thinking. Ok, human... what are
human rights?

Can: The right to live.

T: The right to live. What else?

The teacher is asking a question.

SM: The right to settle/shelter.

T: The right to settle. What else?

SM: The right to elect and be elected.

T: The right to elect and be elected. What do you mean by that? Do you mean selection / voting for anything or for
political reasons or selection relating to any aspect of life?

SM: [Relating to] every aspect of life.

T: What, for example, do we have to select in our lives? Have you ever thought about that? What do we have to
select in our lives?

Yavuz: The president.
T: The president. What else?
Bora: | was going to say the same thing. But my friend has already mentioned it.

T: In fact, the expression of selection is modeled in our heads. And we always say the same thing. Either we are
selecting the leader of a political party or the class president. Does a human not have any other right to select?

i g6



Journal of Social Science Education ©JSSE 2014
Volume 13, Number 1, Spring 2014 ISSN 1618-5293

S ..

T: Does s/he not have the right to select anybody / anything other than those people to govern him/her?
SM: A human can select his/her religion.

T: What else? S/he can select his/her religion. What else?

SM: S/he can select the place to live.

T: S/he can select the place to live. What else?

S:..[35]

T: [A person] can select the apple s/he wants to eat from the supermarket, right? S/he can select whatever
vegetable s/he wants to eat from the market. A human can select the person whom s/he wants to get married to.
S/he can select the school s/he wants to go to. Who is the only person that s/he cannot choose?

S: ... [75]
T: Did you say something?
Tuba: His/her parents.

T: [A human] cannot select his/her parents. Alright, we have talked about the rights of a human so far. One of them
is the right to vote and to get elected. Humans are entitled to rights as soon as they are born. What is the first [of
these human rights]?

S: It is the right to live. [Altogether. It is very common to see that all students or at least a group of students respond
altogether. This is observed several times in this lesson.]

T: The right to live. The right to live. Ok. Who are those that invade human rights? Who violates human rights?
SM: Humans.

T: Godzilla or the humans? [Laughing.]

SM: The humans.

T: Humans deprive other humans of their rights. Ok then, how do these humans take over other humans’ rights?
S:...[2 sec]

Bora: They do not vest/acknowledge rights.

T: For example? For example? It is not necessary to give such big examples. Give examples from your own lives.
Ferit: Not all people are treated equally.

T: Who do you mean, for instance? Are you and | not equal?

Ferit: Yes teacher, we are... But the people who violate human rights...

T: Segregate/discriminate between who and whom? For example, tell me about something that caught your eye.
Ferit: For instance, Primeminister and a person who lives in a village.

T: [They discriminate between] Prime minister and a villager. Why do you believe in that?

Ferit: Because of the photo, my teacher... [He points to the photos on the screen.]

T: Photo? Is there anything about that [on these photos]?

Ferit: Teacher, for example there is one kid lying on the ground and no one helping him.

T: Ok! Let’s come back to the pictures later. Let me close that down, because we are going to talk about these
pictures separately. Is there anything you see or feel? Do not look at the photographs. Yes?

Yavuz: Teacher, the color of skin.

T: Color of skin. For example, you have a light skin, | have a chocolate skin color. So, does this mean you and | are
not equal? Are we? Is a dark-skinned person better [than a light-skinned person]?

Yavuz: Teacher, they discriminate [because of skin color].

T: Is there something like that?
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Yavuz: Yes, there is, teacher.
T: Where?
Yavuz: Almost in every country, my teacher.

T: So when you talk about skin color you mean... blackish [Teacher used word “siyahi” means “blackish.” “Siyah”
means black color] people or in more impolite term “Negroes”? [Teacher here used the word “Zenci”, the impolite
way to refers the black race]

Yavuz: Yes.

T: Negroes. So, who discriminates [between white and black people]? Do we do that? [He means the Turkish Nation]
Yavuz: Teacher, personal... it is a personal [subjective] thing.

T: It is something personal. Ok, are there a lot of Negros in our country?

Yavuz: Not many.

T: Not many. But their [the illegal African immigrants] numbers have been increasing, right? So do you think we are
developing prejudice against these people? Or do you feel that prejudice against these people is developing in
society?

Yavuz: No.

T: You do not. Ok then, is there any human rights violation in the society you live in?
Yavuz: Yes, there is.

T: For example what kind?

Yavuz: Teacher, there are people who are involved in racial discrimination.

T: Racial discrimination... They engage in racial discrimination. What else?

S: [incomprehensible]

T: In any a case, a person who praises his/her race is a racist. So you say, there is one race in this country and there
are people defending that race... Are there just racists of one and the same race in this country?

Yavuz: No.

T: So, you say in this country there are racist people of each nation living here [who belong to different ethnic
groups]. And you say there are racists within all races in the world. Yes. What else? Other human rights violations?
Yes?

Tuba: Violence against women.

T: Violence against women. Yes... When was the issue most popular? Which day was it in March? It has been
discussed a lot.

Senem: March 8.
T: March 8. What is March 8?

Senem: World workers women'’s day. [Senem here originally said “Diinya emekgi kadinlar glinii” meaning “World
workers women’s day”. It is, in fact, “International Women’s Day”. In Turkey, March 8 mostly is valued by the leftists
groups. Thus, there is a special emphasis on the word “workers”]

T: World workers women’s day. Ok, let’s continue. Violence against women. Do you see other human rights
violations? Yes?

SF: In the past, Kings and religious people [Priest, imam etc.] were entitled to more rights...
T: In the past!
SF: ... than the regular people.

T: But, is there any human right violation you can see today? We are going to talk about that [later]. We are going to
talk about the [historical] development of human rights [later]. But, is there any human rights violation you see today?
Yes.

Tuba: Torturing animals.
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T: Torturing animals. Actually, isn’t that something different. This is not violation of human rights. Rights of living
beings. Here a new rights expression arises. This means, rights of living beings. Let us talk about that separately.

Yavuz: Colony. [The word “Colony” does not refer its literal meaning in this context. It refers to exploitation].
T: What colony?

Yavuz: Some countries exploit other countries.

T: Are there still colonized countries?

Yavuz: There are.

T: For example?

Yavuz: Afghanistan, for example.

T: Afghanistan. Who exploits Afghanistan?

Yavuz: America. [People in Turkey when they talk about the United States, they refer her only with one word as
“Amerika” which is the Turkish form of “America”].

T: America exploits Afghanistan. Ok, America. Then, according to your logic, America also exploits Iraqg, right? So
what does it take from Iraq?

Yavuz: Petroleum.

T: It [USA] takes petroleum [from Iraq]. Ok then in the world as we can just see from TV and read from newspapers,
if | ask you to name a country that supports human rights, which country would that be? In all respects. Can you tell
me one country that will be there with their people and government, if there is any human rights violation anywhere
in the world? Is there any country that you can name?

Bora: | do not think there is.

T: Isn’t there? That cannot be true! On the grounds of human rights violation people [nations or countries on the
world] send their armies back and forth.

Yavuz: Turkey.

T: Turkey! So you say Turkey is a sensitive country for human rights violations in the world and wherever there is
human rights violation Turkey would be there! Is that what you were saying?

Yavuz: No. Actually, not that much...

T: So you say we just get sad.

Yavuz: Supposedly.

T: We condemn [when we see human rights violations]. Is there such a country?
S: ... [6sec]

T: Yes. Is there such a country?

S:..

T: So there is not. Then, | will briefly give some information about this issue. After that let us have a look at why
there is or there is not a country sensitive to human rights violations and where the mistake is? Now... What are
human rights? In a general sense, everybody is entitled to human rights as soon as s/he is born. Once you were born
and took your first breath, what is your first human right? It is the right to continue breathing. It is the right to
continue breathing. Nobody in the world can take your right to breathe, this means your right to live, from you. Ok,
when we look at this in detail, what is the right to live? How can the right to live be taken from somebody?

Bora: By being killed.

T: How does a person get killed? Under what circumstances can s/he get killed? There can be a murder, there can be
a fighting... What else?

Bora: Wars.

T: Hah. Yes, wars. What else?
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Can: Blood revenge. [It is a long-running argument or fight, often between social groups of people, especially
families or clans. Although it has been diminishing, there are still ongoing disputes between families in the eastern
parts of Turkey.]

T: Blood revenge. What else?
SM: Assassination.

T: Assassination. What else?
S: ... [2 sec]

T: Ok, let’s go to another point. Let’s say an earthquake has happened and a large site built by a contractor collapsed
due to using unqualified or limited material for the construction. As many people get killed under this building, would
this be a human rights violation or the deprivation of the right to live? What do you think? Do you know anybody who
got killed in an earthquake? There is somebody in the other class, for instance. | will not give his/her name. S/he has
lost his/her uncle, aunt, and all his/her cousins. Here there is a violation of human rights and additionally murder! Isn’t
there? The right to live... Right to receive healthcare! What is the right to receive healthcare?

Can: It means people can go the health centers or hospital to get information about their health.
T: To get information about their health. What else? What is the right to receive healthcare?

S: ... [5sec]

T: Do you go to the doctor?

S: Yes. [Altogether]

T: Yes, you do. Do you have right to receive treatment?

S: Yes. [Altogether]

T: Yes, you have. Ok then, this is your first essential healthcare right. If you are sick and there is a treatment, you
have to get this treatment. Ok, would big corporations and their activities which endanger your health and your lives
also be considered a violation of right to health? For example, there is a factory in your neighborhood and this factory
does not have a filtering system necessary to prevent air pollution. The factory continuously releases unfiltered bad
smoke, toxins and chemical gases to nature. Do these affect peoples’ health?

S: Yes. [Altogether]

T: And because of this, would a person’s right to health be violated?

S: Yes. [Altogether]

T: Do you think there is a violation of human rights in this case?

S: Yes. [Altogether]

T: Yes, there is. Can you give another example for that? Yes.

Bora: Cigarettes.

T: Cigarettes! It is an interesting example. Ok, who is involved in this case?
Bora: What do you mean by involved, teacher?

T: I mean smoking cigarettes is a health right, a violation of the health right. But for example... | give you an example.
A person named Ahmet smokes, but he goes to buy his cigarettes himself. Where is the violation here?

Bora: Is it within the state, teacher?
T: You tell me. Think about it. Where is it [the violation]?
Bora: ... [3 sec] The state, teacher.

T: Let me give you a hint. He has given a good example. He said the state was responsible. Let me give you a hint. In
fact, people’s habits are all taught somehow. | mean, if you never see cigarettes in your life, you would never want to
smoke and you would not know what cigarettes are. If you had never seen ice cream in your life and if you had never
seen people eating ice cream, what would you do? You would not want to have ice cream. Then, are there any factors
that affect us in starting smoking habits? Yes.

Can: Family.
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T: How? Give me an example.

Can: If a child’s or teenager’s parents smoke s/he may be curious [about smoking] as well.
T: What else? Family is right.

Bora: Friends.

T: What else?

Bora: People around the person.

T: What else? People around the person. | will add one more. Television. Another human right... one of the primary
human rights is the right to property. What is property?

Mabhir: Residence, home.

T: Residence, home. Ok, it means a person can buy any house that s/he wishes within the law. Another human right
is the right to travel. Is there a human right called a right to travel?

SM: There is.

T: There is. We can travel wherever we want. Ok, can we travel wherever we want?
S:...[2 sec]

T: Can we travel wherever we want?

Bora: Yes.

T: Ok, where do we go? You say yes. Where do we travel? Where can we go?
Mahir: Anywhere within the country.

T: We can. Is there anybody who travels? Is there anybody who can travel? You travel. [Speaking to a student]
Where have you traveled?

SF: Antalya ... Bodrum. [Well known travel destinations in the coastal area of Turkey]
T: Antalya, Bodrum. You went for vacation. Where else? You?

Bora: Edirne. [A city in the Northwest of Turkey]

T: Has anybody stopped you from traveling?

SFM: No.

T: Then, is this issue a problem in our country?

S: No. [Altogether]

T: Ok, we can say it is not an issue. Of course we talk for our country. Ok then... How can a person’s right to travel be
prevented? Yes?

Yavuz: If s/he has committed a crime, if s/he is a felon felon [ex-convict].

T: These are legal reasons. It means this felon violated another person’s right (i.e. right to health; right to live)... This
guy is a felon and thus is, by law, deprived of his rights to travel, to own property, and even to live freely. But, | am
talking about us here who (presumably) have no obstacles to travelling. How can anybody take away our rights to
travel?... If they take our rights to travel, would that be right? Let’s say you are going to Bodrum by car or by bus and
somebody gets in front of your vehicle with his/her gun or with something else and stops you and tells you “no, you
cannot go further”. Would s/he have deprived you of your right to travel?

S: Yes. [Altogether]

T: Would s/he?

S: Yes. [Altogether]

T: Ok then, has this happened in this country before?
S: Yes.

T: Where did it happen?
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S: .

T: You say yes. But tell me where?... Ok, all of you are not old enough to remember that. There was a time when this
happened before in the Eastern parts of Turkey. Lawless people built barriers on the road and said to travelers that
they weren’t allowed to continue their travelling from this point on. So, these lawless people took away other
people’s right to travel. Another right we have is the right to communicate. What is the right to communicate?... What
is the right to communicate? Yes, tell me.

Senem: Is it seeing other people and talking with them?
T: Seeing?
Senem: And talking with other people.

T: Seeing other people and talking with them, actually to get in touch with other people; get to communicate with
other people. As it is in the word “communication”, to interact with others, to receive information and to give
information. This is the right to communicate. Can we make use of our right to communicate as we wish?

SF: Yes.

T: How do we use our right to communicate? Yes, we are experts on this issue. [Meaning the students] Yes, please.
SM: Telephone.

T: Telephone. Is it only telephone? What else?

Tuba: Computer.

T: Computer. But what are the applications, the instruments that are used with the computer in order to use it for
communication?

SM: Letter.

T: Letter. That was in the past. Yes?

Yavuz: Internet.

T: Internet.Who sends us letters... in these days?
SM: The state.

T: Banks. The banks send us letters. The only organization that sends letters these days are banks. [Students
laughing]

SF: Newspaper.
T: Newspaper. What else?
Bora: Television.

T: TV. Let’s talk about our cell phones in particular. We all have a cell phone in our pockets, haven’t we? | am calling
somebody. [Teacher pretends to call somebody with his cell phone.] | say “Ayse [a girl name] | love you so much.
[Students laughing] But | do not want anybody to know about that. It is really secret. | want it to be a secret between
us. Look, | could not say that in front of other people. We were in a meeting with other people. | could not tell you. |
wanted to say it by phone as if | was whispering it in your ear.” While | am saying that a noise is coming from the
phone“Hoyt! [Hey!] Hey | love Ayse, too.” In fact, there should not be a noise coming from the phone. What should
somebody not do with our phones?
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The teacher pretends that he is making a phone call

S: Listen to them. [Altogether]

T: Nobody should listen [to other peoples’ phone conversations]. This is the right to communicate freely/freedom of
communication. When | call Ayse, my mom or my dad and they in turn call me, they should be telling me freely
whatever they want to tell. They should not be worrying about other people listening to our conversation or recording
it. What shouldn’t they do?

S: They should not worry.

T: They should not worry. Kids | want to tell you about a book | read recently. There is a professor in America and |
have just seen his name for the first time on a book while | was walking past a bookstore ten days ago. His name is
Howard Zinn. He is an activist and he is against all kinds of human rights violations in the America and in the world. He
also takes action against the wars America conducts. For years he has done a lot of research on these issues.
Eventually, he decides to write his autobiography. But he says “l am more than 80 years old” and he gets confused
about how to write his life story. Then kids, eventually he asks the CIA... What is the CIA?

Yavuz: Central Intelligence Agency in America.

T: Yes. Sorry not CIA. He asks the FBI, because the FBI is involved in the internal intelligence within America, for his
personal file. He asks the FBI for his personal file and in this file there are all his telephone conversations; all his
communicative activities; and everything related to him. And what does this person [Howard Zinn] do with that? What
does he do with all what he had forgotten? He writes. He writes everything that he forgot about his life [by using the
information from this file]. So, what do we have here in this case? Here we have to do with a person’s or other
people’s deprivation of their rights to communicate freely. Do you want your phones to be listened to?

S: No. [Altogether]

T: Do you want your letters to be read by someone else before reaching their destination and somebody licking the
envelopes to close them again?

S: No. [Altogether]

T: You do not want that. Do you like sending e-mails? Do you want your e-mails to be read by somebody else who
says “Ah, okay this letter is harmless” before they reach the person you have [actually] sent them to?

S: No. [Altogether]
T: Or do you want the pictures on your computer to be stolen by somebody else?
S: No. [Altogether]

T: Or areal incident .... A true story kids... | say it explicitly... a story which was supposed to be in the newspapers so
that all people knew about it. Do you want somebody to prevent this story from being published in the newspaper?

S: No. [Altogether]

T: If you do not want those things to happen, you are among the people who support the right to communicate.
Ok... the right to defend yourself in a court. Justice and equality. Do you think everybody on the world is equal?

S: No. [Altogether]
T: Is everybody equal in front of the law and the courts?

S: Yes. [One group] No. [One group]
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T: So? | do not want to influence you. Those of you who say “equal” raise your hands ... Who say “not equal” raise
your hands. [The majority is for “not equal”] | am going to ask those of you who said “not equal” why they think this
way. Yavuz [pseudonym name used] why [is everybody] not equal [in front of the law and the courts]?

Yavuz: Teacher, what do you mean by “not equal”? Do you mean equal according to me or what the current
situation is [what is happening now on this issue]?

T: Whatever you see. Is there any difference?
Yavuz: There is discrimination.

T: Ha?

Yavuz: There is discrimination teacher.

T: Tell me how?

Yavuz: Teacher, for example a thief must be sentenced to 30 years according to the law, but s/he gets only 10 years
or a criminal that actually should be sentenced to 20 years gets 30 years.

T: Hmm. You say a criminal who must be sentenced to 10 years gets only 5 years and another criminal that actually
should be sentenced to 5 years gets 10 years. Do you mean that?

Yavuz: Yes.

T: So you say there is injustice. What else... So why do they discriminate between two criminals?
Yavuz: | do not know, teacher.

T: Have you heard something like that before?

Yavuz: Yes, we hear about it on the news.

T: You see it on the news. So based on that do you say there is injustice?

Yavuz: Yes.

T: In fact... | do not know whether we can say it based on that... Ok... In fact, it is not right to talk about this based on
this reference [based on assumptions]. Why is this not right? In fact, saying something like “this happened this way
and that happened that way” is also a deprivation of humans’ rights. When you talk about human rights, it is not
appropriate to say “have you ever seen a rich person’s kid spend time in jail?” In fact, using this sentence is a violation
of the human rights of all these rich people or many other people who are better off. But there is one thing on the
world: “Everybody is equal, but some are more equal!” What does that mean?... Yes, what does that mean? Everyone
is equal, some are more equal. What does that mean? Yes.

Bora: Those who have property are richer. Those who are in the upper class are more equal.
T: Why?
Bora: That is what | understand from that.

Yavuz: Teacher, it is actually exactly the opposite. Upper class people are less equal, lower class people are more
equal.

T: How? | do not understand.

Yavuz: Teacher, think of a politician’s son and a vagabond/roamer from the folk.
T: Who has more advantages?

Yavuz: The son of the politician, teacher.

T: Ok, you said a good thing. A couple of days ago | was walking here around the school. | saw the police stopping
two teenage boys [Sometimes policemen/policewomen stop people to check their IDs and search them in the control
point designated by the police. So, although it is not very common, it is not an unusual situation.] The officers said
“Come here.” The boys went to them, but unintentionally | had a look at the boys’ clothing. Their clothes were very
old and it seemed that they were coming from a certain neighborhood within Istanbul. | mean, their beards and hair...
their outfits... as if the officers had seen them like this and stopped them [because of their appearance]. But there
were other boys of the similar ages passing by, but the police did not stop them... Why? Have you ever experienced
something like that? Tell me.
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Senem: Teacher, | don’t know why this happened. The policemen may have thought that these boys were thieves
because of their clothing and appearance.

T: So is it enough to assume [that they have done something illegal] in order to stop and search a person on the
street in front of everybody?

S: No. [Altogether]

T: 1 come... [he calls on a male student from the first row] “stand up, stand up, turn around” [talking to him like a
policeman]. Let’s say your mother, your wife are there. | do not know... imagine you have your beloved girlfriend or
boyfriend with you. But somebody says “turn around, take out your ID” [talking like a policeman] and you say “what
have | done?!” “Turn around, take out your ID.” Is this right? Ok, you can sit down. [to the student] Then, is it enough
only to assume? So, it is enough to stop somebody only supposing [that they did something illegal]. Ok let’s say in
later time... Who says “l do not look like a thief” raise your hands. Those of you who say “I do not look like a thief or a
murderer” raise your hands. [everyone raises his/her hand] | also do not look like a thief or murderer, in my opinion.
But when | look into the mirror | look like a thief and also like a murderer. [laughing] Anyway, you have not done
something like that. So it is not important whether you look like a thief or murderer, you haven’t done such a thing.
But let’s say one morning you woke up... randomly you took a [bad/old] jacket, you did not shave your beard, you did
not comb your hair. And you did not paint/polish your shoes. And the policeman stopped and searched you and asked
you for your ID. How would you feel?

S: ... [3 sec]

T: Let me do it this way... let me give you my answer to this question. Then | will take your answers. | would not feel
anything. | would say to the officer “Thank you officer. Be always careful like that. Whenever you suspect somebody,
you can stop and search him/her.” | would say that. What would you tell them?

S: [Inaudible]

T: What would you do?

SF: I would get embarrassed in the midst of those people.

T: Have you ever gotten embarrassed like that?

Bora: By the police or...?

T: Yes, by the police. Have the police embarrassed you before?
S: [Saying no by nodding negatively.]

T: Did the police ever embarrass you? So, what would you think [if you were treated this way by the police]? Would
you get embarrassed or...? Your friend said he would. Would you be embarrassed?... | personally am sensitive
concerning this issue. The police should search me... | can be anybody, | can be a bomber. Even when the officer gets
bored or suspects me s/he should stop and search me... Even if there is not a policewoman there at the moment, a
policeman can search my wife! Because our lives and safety are important. The police is for our safety. That is what |
think on this issue. Tell me what do you think? Yes.

SF: | would not get embarrassed, because the police eventually would realize that | did not do anything.
T: Ok. You?

Yavuz: Teacher, it is not about embarrassment. You said the police can do whatever s/he wants, | will collaborate
with them. But what if they stop only you and not another person walking by. They should stop everyone.

T: Look what | say. Let’s assume the officers are suspicious of my wife. And right then there is no policewoman
there... But people’s health and safety is in danger. So a male cop can search my wife. | would not care.

Yavuz: But teacher, if the police, for example, stopped only me but nobody else on the street, | would get
embarrassed.

T: But the officer is only suspicious of you.
Yavuz: Then, | would get embarrassed, because everybody [on the street] would look at me as if | was a thief.

T: Everybody would look at you as if you were a thief. Actually you did not commit any crime. That is what you are
thinking about. Though you did not commit any crime people would think of you as a criminal. How would this make
you feel? It would...

S: ...disturb us. [Altogether]
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T: It would disturb you. What else?... What else? | want to hear something from someone who has not spoken so
far. Tell me, how would you feel? [asking to a girl in the first row] So you say “I have a pretty and innocent face. Which
police would stop me?” [The teacher is teasing the student]

Gamze: Teacher... | would not want everybody to turn back and look at me. Because... | mean... | would not want it. |
mean | would get embarrassed.

T: Who says “l would want it and | would get embarrassed”? Raise your hands.

SM: Those who say that they would be embarrassed. [corrects the teachers’ statement]
T: Those who say “l would be embarrassed, | wouldn’t want it.”

S: [The majority raise their hands.]

T: Or the ones who say, like me, “What the heck! It is not worse than dying!” raise your hand. | mean those of you
who say “Is it worse than dying? | would not get embarrassed.” raise your hand. Let me say the whole sentence. Those
of you who say that they wouldn’t be embarrassed.

S: [Few students raise their hands.]
T: The ones who say “l am undecided. | have not thought about it.” raise your hands.
S: [Few students raise their hands.]

T: Alright. Kids, in fact, | lied to you. | would not want such a thing to happen to me. | mean, if | was certain that | was
innocent | would not want the police to stop me and search me in the midst of people. | would not want my wife to be
searched inappropriately and undergo an identity check. Because this is not something normal. This is not a normal
thing. Imagine experiencing this every day. Every day when you enter school you got searched. When you enter Istiklal
Street [a famous street in Istanbul] you got searched; or you just go to the street and you are searched. And people
always keep telling you... What do they tell you? “We are doing this for your safety.” You use your phone and hear
some noises. You understand that you are wiretapped. So, you complain about that and you are told “Oh no, we do it
for a safe society.” Your letters, your e-mails and everything is exposed and read by others. So, one should get
disturbed by this kind of action. That is where the expression “human rights” emerges. Here, in this case, human rights
are abolished. Let’s continue... The right to search for rights. What is the right to search for rights?... Tell me.

Can: For example, if a person’s rights are violated, s/he has the right to search for his/her rights.

T: Ok, what else?... The right to search for your rights. Is there anybody who feels that his/her rights are violated? At
home, at school, at the hospital? For instance, is there anyone who believes that doctors in a hospital do not take
good care of him/her? Have you experienced something like that before?

S ..

T: So, you have not. Ok, right to secrecy of private life... What is that?... What is the secrecy of private life?
Can: For example, nobody has the right to know what happens in my home and what | do there.

T: Ok is this violated... in our country?

Can: | do not know, it depends on the person.

T: Ok, do you like paparazzi shows?

Can: No.

T: Who likes paparazzi programs? [a couple of students raise their hands] | like these shows, for instance. It is fun to
watch them on Sundays! Why do | like these shows?

S: [Students laughing.]

T: | see all the details of celebrities’ lives like... where they eat, where they go swimming, who they talk to in their
houses, what they wear or do not wear. [Bell rings] This is why | like these shows.

Senem: | like them, too.

T: I like them very much. But in fact, by watching these shows | follow other people’s lives without even noticing. |
am sitting in front of the TV and am observing other peoples’ lives. We will continue next lesson, kids.
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Appendix:
insan Halklari Dersi

Kisaltmalar / Agiklamalar:

O: Ogretmen, Ogr: Ogrenciler

KO: Kiz Ogrenci, EQ: Erkek Ogrenci

Ayrica ders iginde tartismaya fazlaca katkida bulunan 6grencileri géstermek amaciyla bu 6grenciler takma isimler
kullanilarak belirtilmistir. (Kiz isimleri: Gamze, Tuba, Senem; Erkek isimleri: Bora, Can, Ferit, Mahir, Yavuz)

O: Evet... cocuklar bugiinkii konumuz “insan haklari ve insan haklarinin dogusu”. insan haklari kelimesini ¢ok sik
duyuyoruz herhalde son zamanlarda. Ne diisiiniiyorsunuz insan haklari konusunda? Nedir insan haklari?

Ogr: ... [3 sn]
O: insan, insan nedir?

Mahir: Ben insan haklarini sdyleyecegim. insan haklarinin temel ihtiyaglari vardir. Mesela temel bir seyi vardir. Ornegin
haklarindan biri barinma hakkidir.

0O: Evet.

Mahir: Mesela egitim hakkidir.

0: Aslinda daha temele inelim. insan nedir?... insan? Sen nesin? [bir &grenciye sorarak]
EQ: insan.

0O: insansin. Ben neyim?

EQ: insan.

0: Buradaki biitiin bulunan... su an égrenci arkadaslariniz ve ben insaniz. insan nedir peki?
Ogr: ...

O: Hig bu soruyu sordunuz mu kendi kendinize? Evet. [Bir 6grenciye sz veriyor]

Bora: Canl.

O: Canli... ona bakarsan... evimizdeki kedi de canl.

Yavuz: En akilli canl.

O: En akilli canli... En akilli canli. Hem canli olmasi gerekiyor hem de akilli olmasi gerekiyor. Oyle mi? Peki en akilli canli
insan. Peki insan diger varliklardan veya diger yaratiimislardan farkli midir?

Yavuz: Evet.
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O: Farklidir. Ne diyoruz bunun igin? Hem kuranda da var bu. Ne diyor? Veya diger dinlerin kutsal kitaplarinda da var.
Kuran‘da ne diyor? Esrefi... mahlukat. Nedir? Mahluk... Yaratilmislarin, mahluklarin en sereflisi. Bu seref onlara
nereden veriliyor?... Dislinceden. Peki insan... insan haklari nelerdir?

Can: Yasama hakki.
O: Yasama. Baska?
EO: Yerlesim hakk.
O: Yerlesim. Baska?
EQ: Se¢me segilme.

0: Se¢cme secilme. Ne manada se¢me secilme? Neyi secme yani herhangi bir konuda segme hakki mi yoksa siyasi
manada mi yoksa hayatin her alaninda se¢me hakki mi?

EQ: Her alaninda.

0: Mesela hayatin icerisinde neleri segmek durumunda kaliyoruz?... Hi¢ diisiindiiniiz mii bunu? Neleri secmek
durumunda kahyoruz?

Yavuz: Devlet baskanini.
O: Devlet baskanini. Baska?
Bora: Onu diyecektim ama arkadasim soyledi.

O: Aslinda segme kavrami bizim kafamizda bir model olarak oturmus ve biz hep ayni seyi séyliiyoruz. Ya bir siyasi parti
liderini sececegiz, ya sinif baskanini sececegiz, ya bir parti baskanini sececegiz. insanin baska bir segme hakki yok mu?

Ogr: ...

O: Kendini yénetecek kisiden baska bir seyi secme hakki yok mu?
EQ: Dinini segebilir.

0: Baska? Dinini segebilir. Baska?

EQ: Nerede yasayacagini segebilir.

O: Nerede yasayacagini segebilir. Baska?

Ogr: ... [3 sn]

O: Markette yiyecegi elmayi segebilir. Oyle degil mi? Veya markette hangi sebze yemek istiyorsa onu secebilir.
Evlenecegi kisiyi secebilir. Okuyacagi okulu secgebilir. Ne bileyim... Bir tek kimi secemez?

Ogr: ... [7 sn]
0O: Sen bir sey mi mirildandin?
Tuba: Annesini babasini.

O: Annesini babasini secemez. Evet, insanin haklarindan bahsettik. Bir tanesi de segme ve secilme hakki. insanin
dogustan gelen haklari vardir. Birincisi nedir?

Ogr: Yasamaktir. [Topluca. Ogrencilerin topluca veya bir grup dgrencinin topluca yanit vermesi derslerde sikga goriilen
bir durumdur. Dersin ileriki yerlerinde de bu durum gérilmistir.]

0: Yasamaktir. Yasamaktir. Peki, insanin haklarini... gasp eden kim? insanin haklarini kim gasp ediyor?
EQ: insanlar.

0: Godzilla mi insanlar mi? [Gilerek]

EQ: insanlar.

O: insanin hakkini insanlar gasp ediyor. Peki nasil gasp ediyorlar?

Ogr: ... [2 sn]

Bora: Hak tanimiyorlar.

0: Mesela? Mesela? Hig boyle biiyiik 6rnekler vermeye gerek yok. Kendi hayatinizdan...
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Ferit: Her insan esit tutulmuyor.

0: Mesela kim? Senle ben esit degil miyiz?

Ferit: Hocam esitiz de... iste insan haklarini gasp edenler...

O: Kimle kimi ayiriyorlar? Mesela senin géziine carpan.

Ferit: Mesela basbakanla kéyde oturan birisi.

O: Basbakanla kdyde oturan birisi. Nereden kapildin bu duyguya?
Ferit: Hocam fotograf... [tahtadaki fotograflari gostererek]

O: Fotograf? ... Burada var mi dyle bir sey?

Ferit: Hocam mesela orda gocuk yatiyor hi¢ kimse yardim etmiyor.

O: Ha! Ona sonra bakalim. Onu ben bir indireyim asagiya. Clinkii bunlari ayri ayri konusacagiz. Gérdugiin bir sey var
mi? Hissettigin? Fotografi bos ver. Evet?

Yavuz: Hocam ten rengi.

O: Ten rengi. Mesela sen acik tenlisin ben cikolata renkliyim yani senle ben esit degiliz degil mi? Cikolata renkli insan
daha mi iyi?

Yavuz: Hocam ayrimcilik yapiyorlar.

0: Var mi boyle bir sey?

Yavuz: Var hocam.

O: Nerde var?

Yavuz: Hocam neredeyse her llkede var.

O: Bu ten renginden kastin... siyahi insanlar veya diger manada amiyane séylemle “zenciler” mi?
Yavuz: Evet.

O: Zenciler. Kim ayiriyor biz ayiriyor muyuz zencileri?
Yavuz: Hocam... kisisel... kisisel bir sey hocam.

O: Kisisel bir sey. Peki, bizim tlkemizde ¢ok zenci var mi?
Yavuz: Fazla yok.

O: Fazla yok. Ama artiyor degil mi? Peki onlara karsi bir dnyargimiz olusuyor mu sence? Veya senin toplumda onlara
karsi 6nyargi olustugunu hissediyor musun?

Yavuz: Hayir.

O: Hissetmiyorsun. Peki senin yasadigin toplumda... insan haklari ihlalleri var mi?
Yavuz: Var.

O: Ne var mesela?

Yavuz: Hocam irkeilik yapanlar var.

O: Irkgilik... irkcilik yapiyorlar. Baska?

Ogr: [anlasiimiyor]

O: Kendi ait oldugu irki &ven kisi irkcidir zaten. Bu ilkede diyorsun bir irk var ve bu irki savunan... tek bir irkin irkgisi mi
var bu ulkede?

Yavuz: Hayir.

0O: Yani her burada bu {ilkede yasayan her milletin irkgisi var. Diinyada da irkcilar her millet icerisinde irkgilar var
diyorsun. Evet baska? Baska insan haklari ihlali? Evet?

Tuba: Kadina siddet.

O: Kadina siddet. Evet... En cok ne zaman giindemdeydi? Mart ay! icerisinde hangi giindii o? Cok konusuldu?

« o
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Senem: 8 Mart.
0: 8 Mart. Nedir 8 Mart?
Senem: Diinya emekgi kadinlar glin.

0: Diinya emekgi kadinlar giinii. Evet devam edelim. Cevremizde kadina siddet. Baska insan haklari ihlali gériiyor
musunuz?

KO: Daha eski zamanlarda krallara ve din adamlarina daha ¢ok hak taniniyordu...
O: Eskiden!

KO: ... halk insanlarina taninmiyordu.

O: Peki sizin gérdiigiiniiz su an var mi? Bunlardan bahsedecegiz. insan haklarinin gelisiminden bahsedecegiz. Ama sizin
gordiiginiz hak ihlali var mi? Evet.

Tuba: Hayvana eziyet.

O: Hayvana eziyet. Aslinda degil mi farkli bir sey yani. Bu insan haklari ihlali degil ama. Canli haklari. Bir de ayri bir hak
kavrami da cikiyor. Yani canli haklari. Onu ayriyeten konusalim.

Yavuz: Sémurge.

O: Ne sdmiirgesi?

Yavuz: Bazi Ulkeler baska ilkeleri sémirGyor.
O: Halen var mi bdyle sémiirge (lkeler?
Yavuz: Var.

O: Neresi mesela?

Yavuz: Mesela Afganistan.

0: Afganistan. Kim sémiriiyor Afganistan’i?
Yavuz: Amerika.

O: Amerika sémiiriiyor. Tamam, Amerika. Irak’t da Amerika sémiiriiyor o zaman senin mantigina gére. Oyle degil mi?
Neyini aliyor ki Irak’in?

Yavuz: Petrol.

O: Petroliinii aliyor. Peki, diinyada senin... bizim ancak televizyonlardan izledigimiz gazetelerden goérdiigiimiiz
kadariyla... diinyada insan haklarinin savunucusu olan bir tlke sdyleyin desem hangi llkeyi soylersiniz? Her konuda...
bir yerde insan haklari ihlali varsa o ilke ordadir. Halkiyla devletiyle vatandasiyla hepsiyle ordadir dediginiz bir Glke var
mi?

Bora: Bence bana gore yok.
0: Yok! Olur mu ya millet insan haklari ihlali var diye ordularini yigiyor saga sola.
Yavuz: Turkiye var.

O: Turkiye var! Tirkiye diinyadaki insan haklari ihlallerine karsi duyarl bir tilke diyorsun sen ve nerde bir insan haklari
ihlali varsa Tirkiye orda etkili bir giictiir diyorsun. Oyle mi diyorsun?

Yavuz: Yok. Cok fazla degil de...

0O: Sadece uiziiliiyoruz diyorsun.

Yavuz: Sozde.

O: Bu konuda sitemlerimizi iletiyoruz. Var mi béyle bir tilke?
Ogr: ... [6 sn]

O: Evet. Var mi bdyle bir iilke?

Ogr: ...
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0: Yok. O zaman size bazi bilgileri kisa kisa vereyim ¢ocuklar. Sonra da niye var niye yok... hata nedir onlara bir bakalim
tamam mi? Simdi... insan haklari ne? insanin insan olarak dogmakla elde ettigi bu genel kavram anlamiyla size
okuyorum. “insanin insan olarak dogmakla elde ettigi haklara insan haklari denir”. Siz bir kere dogduysaniz ve size...
nefes almaya basladiysaniz diinyaya geldiginiz andan itibaren ilk hakkiniz nedir? Nefes almaya devam etme hakki.
Nefes almaya devam etme hakki. Diinyada dogmus olan hig kimse... dogmus ve dogrulmus olan hi¢ kimse sizin nefes
alma hakkinizi yani yasam hakkinizi elinizden alamaz. Peki bunun igerisine girdigimizde... nedir yasama hakki? Nasil
elinden alinabilir bir insanin yasam hakki?

Bora: Oldiiriilerek.

O: Bir insan nasil 8ldiirlilir? Hangi hallerde &ldiiriiliir? Cinayet olur, bir kavga olur... baska?

Bora: Savas olur.

0: Hah. Savas olur. Baska?

Can: Kan Davasi. [Kan davalari azalmakla birlikte 6zellikle Glkenin dogu bolgelerinde halen goriilmektedir.]
O: Kan davasi olur. Bagka?

EO: Suikast.

O: Suikast olur. Baska?

Ogr: ...[2 sn]

O: Peki baska bir uca gidelim. Deprem oldu ve bir miiteahhitin binlerce konuttan olusan... sitesi... sitesi sirf o
miteahhitin o binanin yapiminda kullandigi kéti ve eksik malzemelerden dolayi yerle bir oldugu igin o binanin altinda
kalan insanlarin 6lmesi de bir insan haklari ihlali veya o insanlarin yasama hakkinin elinden alinmasi midir acaba?...
Alinmasi midir? Var mi boyle bir tanidiginiz? Depremde hayatini kaybeden? Mesela diger sinifta var boyle birisi. Diger
sinifta var ismini vermiyorum. Hem dayisini hem yengesini hem de kuzenlerinin hepsini kaybetti. Burada bir insan
haklari ihlali var arti burada bir cinayet var! Degil mi? Yasam hakki... Saghk hakki! Nedir saghk hakki?

Can: insanlarin... saghk kurumlarina gidip... saghg hakkinda bilgi edinebilmesi.
0O: Sagligi hakkinda bilgi edinebilmesi. Baska? Nedir saglik hakki?

Ogr: ...[5 sn]

O: Doktora gidiyor musunuz?

Ogr: Evet. [Topluca]

O: Evet doktora gidiyorsunuz. Tedavi olma hakkiniz var mi?

Ogr: Var. [Topluca]

0: Var. Peki, bu sizin birinci derecede saglik konusundaki haklarinizdan bir tanesi. Hastaysaniz tedavi imkani varsa sizin
tedavi olmaniz gerekiyor. Peki, buyuk kurum ve kuruluslarin 6zel kurum ve kuruluslarin hayatinizi ve sagliginizi tehdit
eden ¢alismalari da saglk hakkini ihlal eden olaylar igerisine girer mi? Mesela hangileri girer?... Cevrenizde bir fabrika
var ve bu fabrika bitiin o k6t dumanlarini dogaya salmamak igin yapmasi gereken o filtreleme sistemlerini yapmamis
ve dogaya durmadan filtrelenmemis zehirli ve kimyasal gazlar ¢ikiyor. Bunlar insanlarin saghgini etkiler mi?

Ogr: Evet. [Toplucal

O: Ve bundan dolayi insanin saglk hakki elinden alinir mi?

Opr: Evet. [Topluca]

0: Burada bir insan sagligi... nedir insan haklari ihlali s6z konusu mudur?

Ogr: Evet. [Toplucal

0: S6z konusudur. Baska bir érnek verebilir misiniz? Evet.

Bora: Sigara.

O: Sigara. Peki bu enteresan bir 6rnek. Kim aliyor... bu konuda kim mudahil?

Bora: Midahil derken hocam?

O: Yani sigara bir saglhk hakkidir, saglik hakkinin ihlalidir. Ama mesela... 6rnek veriyorum. Ahmet adli sahis sigara

iciyor. Kendisi gidip aliyor. Buradaki hak ihlali nerde?
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Bora: Devlette mi hocam?
0: Sen diisiin nerde?
Bora: ... [3 sn] Devlet hocam.

0: Ben size bir ipucu vereyim. Cok giizel bir 8rnek verdi devlette dedi. Ben size bir ipucu vereyim. Simdi insanlarin
hayatindaki bitin ahiskanliklar aslinda bir nevi 6gretilmisliktir. Yani siz hayatinizda hig sigara gormezseniz... higbir
yerde sigara gérmezseniz sigara icmek istemezsiniz ve bilmezsiniz sigara nedir. Siz hi¢ dondurma gérmemis olsaniz
cevrenizde de hig yiyeni gdrmemis olsaniz ne yapacaksiniz? Dondurma istemeyeceksiniz. O zaman sigara aliskanliginda
bizi etkileyen unsurlar var mi? Evet.

Can: Aile.

O: Nasil mesela?

Can: Mesela bir cocugun, bir gencin annesi babasi sigara igiyorsa kendi de merak edebilir [sigarayi].
0: Baska? Aile dogru.

Bora: Arkadaslar.

O: Baska?

Bora: Cevresindeki insanlar.

O: Baska? Cevresindeki insanlar. Ben bir tane daha sdyleyeyim. Televizyon. Diger bir insan hakki... baslica insan
haklarindan bir tanesi ise... mulk edinme hakki. Miilk nedir?

Mabhir: Konut, ev.

O: Konut, ev. insan istedigi konutu yasal daireler icerisinde ne yapabilir? Edinebilir. Digeri seyahat hakki. Seyahat hakki
diye bir hak var mi?

EO: Var.

O: Var. istedigimiz yere seyahat edebiliriz. Peki biz istedigimiz yere seyahat edebiliyor muyuz?
Ogr: ... [2 sn]

O: istedigimiz yere seyahat edebiliyor muyuz?

Bora: Evet.

O: Nereye ediyoruz? Evet diyorsun. Nereye ediyoruz seyahat seyahat? Nereye gidebiliyoruz?
Mabhir: Yurtiginde her yere.

O: Gidebiliyoruz. Giden var mi seyahat edebilen var mi? Siz gidiyorsunuz. [Bir 6grenciye séyliiyor.] Nerelere gittiniz?
KO: Hocam, Antalya... Bodrum.

O: Antalya, Bodrum. Tatile gittiniz. Bagka? Siz?

Bora: Edirne.

0: Engelleyen kimse oldu mu sizi?

KEQ: Hayir.

O: 0 zaman lilkemizde bu konuda bir sikinti var mi?

Ogr: Yok. [Topluca]

O: Yok diyebiliriz. Tabi ki tlke icin konusuyoruz. Peki, bu... bu nasil engellenebilir? Bir insanin seyahat hakki nasil
engellenebilir? Evet?

Yavuz: Sugu varsa, sabikasi varsa.

O: O kanuni gerekgeler. Yani bir baskasinin hakkini ihlal etmis, saglik hakkini ihlal etmis, yasam hakkini ihlal etmis, bu
adam kanun kagagi ve bu adam seyahat etme dolagsma hatta miilk edinme ve 6zgiirce yagsama hakki elinden aliniyor
kanunlar cercevesinde. Ama bizlerin suan burada seyahat engeli olmayan bizlerin... olmadigini varsaydigimiz bizlerin
seyahat hakkimizi nasil elimizden alirlar? Alirlarsa dogru bir sey mi yapmis olurlar?... Yani yolun bir yerinde... Bodrum
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yolunda giderken arabanizda ya da otobuste yolun 6niine gegip bir tanesi silahiyla veya baska haliyle karsiniza ¢ikipta
“hayir kardesim buradan sonrasina gidemezsiniz” derse sizin seyahat hakkinizi elinizden almig olur mu?

Ogr: Olur. [Toplucal

O: Olur mu?

Ogr: Olur. [Topluca]

O: Peki bu tilkede bu yasandi mi?
Ogr: Evet.

0: Nerde yasandi?

Ogr: ...

O: Evet diyorsunuz da nerde?... Nerde yasandi? Tabi ki siz bunlari hatirlayacak yasta degilsiniz. Bu tilkede... bu ilkenin
dogusunda yasandigi dénemler oldu. Gayri nizami insanlar, kanunsuz insanlar yolu ¢evirdi ve buradan sonrasina
gidemezsiniz dedi. Ve bu insanlarin seyahat etme hakki ne yapti? Elinden alindi. Diger hakkimiz haberlesme hakki.
Nedir haberlesme hakki?... Nedir haberlesme hakki? Evet, sdyle kizim.

Senem: Gorisip konusma mi?
0: Gérisup?
Senem: Konusma.

0: Gériisiip konusma ashinda iletisim kurmak aslinda haberlesme. Karsilikh birbirimizle adi tistiinde haberlesme, haber
alip verme. Haberlesme hakki bu. istedigimiz gibi haberlesme hakkimizi kullanabilir miyiz?

KO: Evet.

O: Nerde kullaniyoruz haberlesme haklarimizi? Evet bu konuda uzmaniz.[Ogrencileri kastediyor.] Buyrun.
EQ: Telefon.

O: Telefon. Sadece telefon mu? Baska?

Tuba: Bilgisayar.

0: Bilgisayar. Ama ne vasitasiyla? Onun araglari nelerdir?

EO: Mektup.

O: Mektup. Nereden... eskidendi o. Evet?

Yavuz: Internet.

O: Internet. Sadece mektubu kim génderiyor bize... bu siralar?

EO: Devlet.

0: Bankalar. Bankalar génderiyor mektubu. Mektup génderen tek kurulus bankalar. [Ogrenciler giiliiyor.]
KO: Gazete.

O: Gazete baska?

Bora: Televizyon.

O: Televizyon. Ozellikle cep telefonumuzdan bahsedelim. Cebimizde bir cep telefonu var degil mi? Ariyorum.
[Telefonu kulagina gétiiriiyor] Diyorum ki “Aysecigim seni cok seviyorum. [Ogrenciler giiliisiiyor] Ama bu sevgimi hig
kimsenin bilmesini istemiyorum. Cok gizli. Aramizda kalacak. Bak kimsenin yaninda séyleyemedim. Bir grup icerisinde
toplanti ortaminda oturuyorduk séyleyemedim. Sana telefondan kulagina fisildar gibi s6ylemek istedim.” diyor.
Aradan bir cizirti geliyor “Hoyt Ayse’yi ben de seviyorum” diyor. Aslinda bu cizirtinin gelmemesi lazim. Kimsenin bu
telefonlari ne yapmamasi lazim?

Ogr: Dinlememesi lazim. [Topluca]

O: Dinlememesi lazim. Haberlesme 6zgiirl(igii budur. Ben Ayse'yi aradigimda Ayse beni aradiginda ben annemi
aradigimda annem beni aradiginda ben babami aradigimda bana kulagima séylemek istedigi seyleri 6zgiirce
soyleyebilmeli. Acaba kimse dinler mi? Bunlari dinlerde sonra saklar mi diye... ne yapmamali?
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Ogr: Endiselenmemeli.

0: Endiselenmemeli. Cocuklar size gecen okudugum bir kitap hakkinda bilgi vereyim. Amerika’da bir profesér var. Ben
de ilk defa ne yalan séyleyeyim on glin 6nce kitapc¢inin 6nlinden gecerken karsilastim. Howard Zinn diye bir adam.
Howard Zinn, bu adam aktivist eylemci Amerika ve diinyadaki bitiin insan haklari ihlallerine karsi tepki gbsteren ve
Amerika’nin yaptig savaslara karsi tepki gosteren bir adam. Uzun yillar calismalar yapiyor ve en sonunda bu adam
hayatini... hayatini yazmayi disliniiyor. Ama diyor ki 80 kiisur yasina geldim... ve ben asagi yukari... hayatini nasil
yazacagini sasiriyor. Cocuklar en sonunda bir sey oluyor ve CIA’ den. CIA nedir?

Yavuz: Haber alma merkezi... Amerika’nin.

O: Evet. Pardon CIA degil. FBI’dan ¢iinkii tlke icindeki haber alma islerini istihbarat islerini Amerika’da FBI yapar.
FBI’dan dosyasini istiyor ve dosyasinda Howard Zinn'in bitiin telefon konusmalari biitlin gérismeleri her seyi var. Ve
sahis buradan ne yapiyor? Buradan kendi hayatiyla alakali unuttugu seyleri ne yapiyor? Yaziyor. Kendi hayatiyla alakal
unuttugu seyleri. Burada ne var? Bu sahsin veya baska sahislarin insanlarin haberlesme 6zgirliginin elinden alinmasi
olayi var. Haberlesme 6zgirligiunin elinden alinmasi olayi var. Telefonunuzun dinlenmesini ister misiniz?

Ogr: Hayir. [Topluca]

O: Mektuplarinizin adresine ulasmadan énce baskasi tarafindan okunup sonra da sizin tiikiriikle yalanip tekrar
konmasini ister misiniz?

Ogr: Hayir. [Topluca]

O: Istemezsiniz. Mail atmayi ister misiniz? Mail atiyorsunuz da mailiniz &nce... iste bir baskasina gitmeden ortadaki bir
sahis tarafindan okunup “Hi tamam bunda bir sakinca yok” deyip baskasina gitmesini ister misiniz?

Ogr: Hayir. [Topluca]
O: Veya bilgisayarinizdaki fotograflarin calinmasini ister misiniz?
Ogr: Hayir. [Topluca]

O: Veya gergek bir olayin... yasanmis bir olayin... yasanmis bir olayi cocuklar... cok net bir sekilde séyliyorum. Bir
gazetede yayinlanarak tiim toplum tarafindan bilinmesini isterken birilerinin bunlari yayinlamamasini veya
engellemesini ister misiniz?

Ogr: Hayir. [Topluca)

O: Eger bunlari istemiyorsaniz siz haberlesme hakkini savunanlardansiniz. Peki... kanun éniinde kendini savunma hakk.
Adalet ve esitlik. Sizce diinyada herkes esit mi?

Ogr: Hayir. [Topluca]
0O: Kanun éniinde. Mahkeme &niinde herkes esit mi?
Ogr: Evet. [Bir grup] Hayir. [Bir grup]

O: Oyle mi? Ben ydnlendirmeyeyim sizi. Esit diyenler parmak kaldirsinlar... Esit degildir diyenler parmak kaldirsinlar.
[Blylik ¢ogunluk esit degil diye parmak kaldiriyor.] Degildir diyenlere niye diye soracagim. Yavuz [68rencinin adi
degistirilmistir] niye esit degildir?

Yavuz: Hocam esit degildir derken bana gére mi yoksa su an olan mi?
0: Ya sen goériiyorsun. Bir ayrimda bulunabiliyor musun bu konuda?
Yavuz: Hocam var ayrim.

0O: Ha?

Yavuz: Var ayrim hocam.

O: Soyle.

Yavuz: Hocam mesela hirsiz... hocam mesela kanunda sugu adamin 20 yilsa... 30 yil yiyecek adam 10 yil yiyor, 20 yil
yiyecek adam 30 yil yiyor.

O: Ha diyorsun ki bir adamin cezasi 10 yil olmasi gerekirken 5 yil yiyor, digerininki de 5 yil olmasi gerekirken 10 yil
yiyor. Bunu mu kastediyorsun?

Yavuz: Evet.
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0: Adaletsizlik var diyorsun. Baska... Neden peki niye bdyle iki adami neden birbirlerinden ayiriyorlar?
Yavuz: Ben de bilmiyorum hocam.

O: Var mi béyle bir yasanmislik?

Yavuz: Hocam, haberlerde duyuyoruz.

O: Haberlerde goriiyorsunuz. Buna gore adaletsizlik mi var diyorsunuz?

Yavuz: Evet.

O: Yani aslinda... buna gére mi diyebiliriz... yoksa bilmiyorum. Peki... byle farazi seylerle konusmak aslinda dogru bir
sey degil. Neden dogru bir sey degil? Simdi su bdyle oldu da bu boyle oldu demek insanin haklarini yine gasp etmektir
aslinda bu da. insan haklarini anlatirken sunu demek yanlistir “iste hichir zenginin cocugunun hapse girdigini gérdiiniiz
mii?” cimlesi aslinda belki de o zenginlerin veya bir baska bircok ekonomik durumu iyi olan insanlarin hakkini
yemektir. Ama diinyada bir sey var ki... herkes esittir... birileri daha fazla esittir. Ne demek bu?... Evet ne demek bu?
Herkes esittir, birileri daha fazla esittir. Ne demek bu? Evet.

Bora: Mal varligi olan daha zengindir. Ust bélgelerde olan daha ¢ok esittir.

O: Niye?

Bora: O s6zden ben onu anliyorum.

Yavuz: Hocam tam tersi aslinda daha Ust olanlar daha az esit, altta olanlar normal halk daha ¢ok esittir.

0: Nasil? Anlayamadim.

Yavuz: Hocam, mesela simdi bir tane siyasi adamin oglu ve bir de halktan bir tane serseri hocam. Oyle disiiniin.
O: HImm? Hangisi daha avantajlidir?

Yavuz: Hocam siyasinin oglu.

O: Peki iyi bir sey sdylediniz. Ben mesela gecen giin gegiyorum suradan. Polis... iki tane genci ¢evirdi [Polisin zaman
zaman cesitli yerlerde insanlari durdurup kimlik kontrolli ve arama yapmasi gorilen bir durumdur.] “Gelin bakalim
buraya” dedi. Polisler... gocuklar geldiler ama... ben de tabi gayri ihtiyari cocuklarin tzerlerine baslarina baktim nasil
diye. Cocuklarin iistii basi eski... veya belli bir bélgeden geldikleri belli... bélge dedigim istanbul icerisinden belli bir
bolgeden geldikleri belli. iste sac... kirli sakal... kiyafetler sey... polis sanki onlari gérmiis gevirmis... Ama yandan ayni
yasta baska gencler gecti onlari gevirmedi... Niye? Yasadin mi bdyle bir sey? Soyle bakayim.

Senem: Hocam niye olabilir onu bilmiyorum. Onlari hirsiz felan sanmis olabilir Gstl basi sey oldugu icin.
O: Peki bir insani gevirip Ustiind... toplumun icerisinde Ustiinii basini aramak igin sadece zannetmek yeterli midir?
Ogr: Hayir. [Topluca]

0: Yani geliyorum... [6n siradan bir erkek 6grenciyi kaldirir] “kalk bakalim ayaga, kalk, gevir, dén” [polis gibi konusarak].
Arkada annen var esin var. Ne bileyim. Hadi disiin disarda sevdigin seni ¢ok farkli taniyan bir kiz arkadasin var veya bir
erkek arkadasin var. Ama biri sana “dén!” diyorsun ki “ ne yaptim?!” “Dén. Cikar kimligini.” Dogru bir sey midir bu?
Oturabilirsin. [6grenciye] O zaman zannetmek yeterli mi acaba tek basina? Ya bir insani ¢cevirmek igin zannetmek
yeterli mi? Peki yarin bir glin... “Ben hirsiza benzemiyorum” diyenler parmak kaldirsin. “Ben hirsiza katile
benzemiyorum” diyenler parmak kaldirsin. [Bitlin sinif parmak kaldirir.] Ben de benzemiyorum yani bana kalirsa. Ama
aynaya bakinca hirsiza da benziyorum katile de benziyorum. [Gllerek] Ya simdi... zaten yapmamissinizdir boyle bir sey.
Yani benzemekten 6te boyle bir sey yapmamissinizdir. Ama bir giin oldu ki sabah kalktiniz... rastgele bir mont aldiniz
sirtiniza, sakallarinizi kesmediniz, saglarinizi taramadiniz. Bir sey oldu... ayakkabilariniz da boyanmadi. Cevirdi sizi
[polis] dayadi ve yok aradi, kimlik sordu polis. Nasil hissedersiniz?

Ogr: ... [3 sn]

O: Ben soyle yapayim. Siz ¢iinkii... hemen ben vereyim cevabi. Belki de sonra sizden. Ben hicbir sey hissetmem.
“Tesekkir ederim memur bey. Her zaman boyle hassas olun. Kimden slipheleniyorsaniz istediginiz vakit
cevirebilirsiniz” derim ben. Siz ne dersiniz?

Ogr: [Duyulmuyor.]
O: Ne yapardin?

KO: Toplumun icinde utanirdim.
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O: Hig utandirildiniz mi boyle?

Bora: Polis tarafindan mi yoksa... ?

O: Evet, polis tarafindan.

Ogr: [Cik cik sesleri, hayir anlaminda bas sallamalar.]

O: Polis tarafindan hi¢ utandirildiniz mi? Peki ne diisiiniirdiiniiz? Utanir miydiniz veya... ? Arkadasiniz utanacagini
soyledi. Siz utanir miydiniz?... Ben sahsen seyim yani o konuda hassasim. Polis beni aramali... kardesim boyle... Ben her
sey olabilirim bombaci olabilirim su olabilirim. Hatta cani sikildigi zaman, benden siiphelendigi an beni ¢evirip hemen
gevirip aramali... Esimi bile kadin polis yoksa bile erkek polis arayabilir benim esimi! Sonugta can sagligimiz 6nemli.
Polisler bizim glivenligimiz igin. Ben bdyle disltiniiyorum. Siz nasil distiniiyorsunuz? Evet.

KO: Utanmazdim. Ciinkii sonugta benim bir sey yapmadigimi polis de gérecek.
0: Sen?

Yavuz: Hocam utanma degil. Siz dediniz ya istedigini yapsinlar falan ben raziyim. Ama hocam simdi mesela sizi
ceviriyorlar, digerini cevirmiyorlar hocam. Hepsini gevirsinler.

O: Bak ne diyorum. Esimden sey yaptilar siiphelendiler. O sirada da sey var. Kadin polis yok. Kadin polis yok. Umm...
Ama bu arada insanlarin saghgi, glivenligi tehlikede. Esimi bir erkek polis arayabilir. Hi¢ cekinmezdim. Arayabilir.

Yavuz: Hocam mesela simdi orada herkesi cevirmeyip sadece beni gevirse utanirim hocam.
0: Ama senden siipheleniyor.
Yavuz: O zaman hocam utanirdim niye ¢linkii herkes bana hirsiz gibi bakardi.

O: Hirsiz gibi bakar... Hirsiz gibi bakardi. Yani senin aslinda sugun yok burada. Onu diisiiniiyorsun. Sucun olmadigi halde
sucun varmis gibi disiinilmesi ve insanlarin sana bu sekilde bakmasi bile seni ne yapardi?

Ogr: Rahatsiz ederdi. [Topluca]

O: Rahatsiz ederdi. Baska... Baska? Konusmayanlardan istiyorum. Séyle bakalim sen ne hissederdin? [Hemen &niindeki
kiz 6grenciye soruyor.] Diyorsun ki “benim bdyle masum guzel bir ylizim var. Hangi polis beni gevirir” diyorsun.

Gamze: Hocam... toplum iginde bdyle herkesin bana doniip bakmasini istemezdim. Clnkd... hani... bunu istemezdim.
Yani utanirdim.

O: “isterim utanirnm” diyenler parmak kaldirsin...

EQ: Utanirim diyenler. [Ogretmenin ifadesini diizelterek]
O: “Utanirim, istemem” diyenler.

Ogr: [Sinifin cogu parmak kaldirir.]

0: Veya benim gibi “ne olacak canim! Olmekten daha mi kétiidiir!” diyenler. Yani “6lmekten daha mi kétii, utanmam”
diyenler. Tam cimlemi kurayim. Utanmam diyenler.

Ogr: [Bir iki parmak kalkar.]
0: “Karasizim, hi¢ diisiinmedim” diyenler.
Ogr: [Bir iki parmak kalkar.]

O: Evet. Cocuklar ben aslinda size yalan attim. Ben istemezdim béyle bir sey. Yani ben sugsuz olduguma inaniyorsam
beni toplum icerisinde ¢evirmelerini istemem... Esimi... gayri nizami bir sekilde kimlik kontroll ve Gist aramalari
yapmalarini da istemem. Clinkl bu normal bir sey degil. Bu normal bir sey degil. Siz bunu her giin yasadiginizi
diisiinsenize. Her giin okula gelirken nizamiye kapisindan geciyorsunuz {istiiniiz araniyor. istiklal caddesine
gidiyorsunuz bir nizamiye kapisi var listlinliz araniyor veya sokaga ¢ikiyorsunuz Ustiinliz araniyor. Ve insanlar hep diyor
ki... insanlar hep diyor ki size. Ne diyorlar? “Sizin glivenliginiz igin yapiyoruz.” Telefonu agiyorsunuz kulaginizda bir
cizirti var. Hissediyorsunuz ki telefonunuz dinleniyor. itiraz ediyorsunuz. “Olur mu toplum giivenligi icin yapiyoruz.”
Mektuplariniz karistiriliyor. Her seyiniz karistiriliyor. Mailleriniz karistiriliyor. Bundan rahatsizlhik duymak gerekir. “insan
haklar1” kavrami burada ¢ikar ortaya iste. Burada insan haklari kavraminin ortadan kalkmasi durumu var. Devam
edelim... Hak arama hakki. Ne demek hak arama hakki?... Séyle bakalim.

Can: Mesela bir insanin haklari ihlal ediliyorsa hakkini aramaya hakki vardir.
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0O: Evet baska?... Hak arama hakki... Hakki ihlal edildigini diisiinen var mi hi¢ simdiye kadar? Okulda, evde, hastanede
var mi boyle? Mesela hastanede doktorlarin onlarla ilgilenmedigini diisiinen var mi? Boyle bir manzara ile karsilastiniz
mi?

Ogr: ...

O: Yok. Gereksiz bir sey olmadigini diisiiniiyorsunuz. Hah! Ozel yasamin gizliligi hakk... Nedir bu?... Ozel yasamin
gizliligi nedir?

Can: Mesela benim evimde olanlari evimde yaptiklarimi kimsenin bilmemesi lazim.

O: Peki bu ihlal ediliyor mu... bizde?

Can: Bilmiyorum kisisine bagli.

O: Peki magazin programlarini seviyor musun?

Can: Hayir.

0: Kim seviyor magazin programi? [Bir iki parmak kalkar] Ben seviyorum mesela. Pazar giinleri cok eglenceli oluyor!
Kim seviyor? Ben niye seviyorum magazin programlarini?

Ogr: [Gulismeler]

0: 0 sevdigim sanatcilarin biitiin yasamlarini, nerede yemek yediklerini, nerde denize girdiklerini, evlerinin icinde
kimle konustuklarini, ne giydiklerini ne giymediklerini hepsini goriiyorum. [Zil caliyor] O yizden ben magazin
programlarini seviyorum.

Senem: Ben de ¢ok seviyorum.

O: Cok seviyorum. Ama aslinda farkinda olmadan baskasinin hayatini gdzliiyorum. Oturmusum televizyonun karsisina
birilerinin hayatini goézliiyorum. Bir dahaki ders devam edecegiz ¢cocuklar.
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