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Elementary Schools, Japan
(Different Prefectures)

Sources

All schools are boarding schools.

(A) Shinmei elementary school Nagano Prefecture

(B) Shimosuwa-minami elementary school Nagano Prefecture
(C) Ishihama-nishi elementary school Aichi Prefecture

(D) Unosato elementary school Aichi Prefecture

(E) Ichiba elementary school Tokushima Prefecture

(F) Mihama-utase elementary school Chiba Prefecture

(G) Ohoka elementary school Kanagawa Prefecture

The entrance to a school building (A)

Up until 40 years ago, every school building in Japan was the same
design. The number of school buildings of different designs has increased in
recent years. In many schools, flower beds and flower pots are placed near
the entrance to welcome the children and visitors. The school crest adorns
the outer wall of the school building. A monument containing a carving of
the school song is placed at the entrance.
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In this school, teachers think it
important to learn through
experiential activity. The fourth
graders (9 years old or 10 years
old) keep a goat in the schoolyard.
Following extensive discussion,
the children decided to keep a
goat. By caring for it, they acquire
both biological and social
knowledge. They also acquire
knowledge and skills from
specialists. For example, they
learn how to build a hut and paint
it from a carpenter, how to breed
a goat from a veterinarian and
how to milk it from a farmer.

ﬂl"-’.‘-‘-lll . Jl T Courtyard (A)

An entrance foyer

Since an entrance foyer is a
place where all the children often
come and go, it is used for the
provision or information. A slogan
is put up on the wall of the
entrance foyer. Children
considered the wording of the
slogan and decided on "a school
with many pleasant things". There
are two notices other than
children's slogan. One "will often
read a newspaper." Another "will
get to know the beauty of a
flower." These reflect a teacher's
wishes. The history of the school is
also exhibited and makes locals
nostalgic.
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Corridors to the classrooms:
Learning from cleaning (A)
Cleaning in a school may be
performed in a multi-grade group
which consists of children of
different ages. An older student
| may teach a lower grade student
the method of cleaning. The
opportunity to use a broom has
been decreasing at home recently.
It is also an opportunity to study the
traditional cleaning method.

In the classroom: Speaking during
the lesson (B)

In the third grader's (8 years
old or 9 years old) classroom,
public speaking in preparation for
a town event is practiced. In this
class, children made bean paste
from the soybean and have
studied the dish. The children
want the people of the town to
eat a class-made bean paste dish
at the event. They explain how
well the dish has been cooked. A
student raises their hand before
expressing an opinion. If
nominated to speak, they then
stand-up and speak at an
appropriate volume to allow
everyone to hear. They are also
encouraged to face their
audience. These are the rules of
the classroom.
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In the classroom: A social studies
lesson (A)

The social studies lesson is
performed in the sixth grader's
(11 years old or 12 years old)
classroom. The contents are the
history of Japan. Children
consider the policies which the
government of the Edo period
followed for a long time. They
consider evaluations of these
policies using various sources of
information such as a textbook,
a reference book, an atlas or an
old map, and history comics. The
Internet is also often used as an
investigative tool. The desks are
arranged in the form of "U" so
that it is easy to hear
everybody's opinion. When
discussing, the role of a
chairman is decided by children.
They sit on the seat in front of a
blackboard. The school target
and the class target are hung up
over the wall near the
blackboard.

A classroom wall (E)

Cleaning of the classroom
by teachers and children is
performed after lunch in
many schools. Various
notices are stuck on the wall
at the back of a classroom.
These concern learning
outcome such as
penmanship of calligraphy,
record of vegetable
observation, and a picture
diary etc.
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A social studies (citizenship)
textbook

Center and the left are the
textbooks of a junior high school.
On the right is a textbook from an
elementary school. There is the
photograph of the Diet Building on
the cover of the elementary
school textbook.

A social studies (citizenship)
textbook

Sixth graders (11 years old or
12 years old) in an elementary
school, and third graders (14
years old or 15 years old) in a
junior high school that study
politics, economy, or the
constitution. The textbook
explain issues in a simple fashion
using illustrations and
photographs. Social-studies is
intended to develop active
citizenship and the application
of knowledge.
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Arrangements for a ceremony
(D)

In many cases, ceremonies
are held in a gymnasium. The
national flag and the regional
flag may be hung in the center
of a stage. Those who make a
speech bow towards the flag(s),
before going up onto the stage.

A ceremony
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The entrance to the staff
room (F)

Should a staffroom
door encourage you to
enter the room? Or should
it discourage you? This is a
difficult problem. As
shown in the photograph,
a school used a glass wall
as the staff room wall. As
teachers can be seen from
outside, many children
enter in search of comfort.
However, some rules do
apply. Firstly the children
must greet the teacher and
then introduce themselves
explaining why they have
come.

In the staff room  (G)

View into the staff room
with conference tables,
information walls, boards
and a projector. The design
of the walls and the
equipment creates a
pleasant atmosphere. Next
door to the staff room,
there is a tea kitchen with
sofas where the teachers
can relax during their free
lessons.
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Graduation ceremony (C)

The photos give an insight
into the graduation ceremony at
the end of the school year. The
sports hall is decorated with
Polish flags, the Polish coat of
arms and a portrait of the
schools” patron Marie
Sktodowska-Curie. The school
flag is presented by students. For
students, parents and teachers,
this day is the most significant
celebration after three years of
cooperation, intensive work and
final exams.
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