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Apparently many teachers are successful in creating a climate in the classroom that 
gives students the impression that they are free to express their own opinions. This is 
remarkable and encouraging! It does not automatically mean that controversies do take 
place in the classroom (the upper data speaks against this diagnosis), but it means that 
there is an important prerequisite for controversies.  
 
Research on Civic Education in Eastern Germany should concentrate on the topic of 
controversy, analysing the professional beliefs of teachers, the experience of students, 
and ongoing teaching lessons. The first step might be analyses of documents 
(curricula) in the five states of East-Germany to find out how clearly the Beutelsbacher 
Konsens is stated and also transformed into teaching  methods and  contents (cf. 
Reinhardt 2005).  
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